Characteristics of vasectomies performed in selected outpatient facilities in the United States, 1980.
In 1981 the American Association of Gynecologic Laparoscopists and the Division of Reproductive Health, Centers for Disease Control, jointly conducted a study of vasectomies performed in outpatient facilities in 1980 in the United States. One hundred twenty-nine facilities that responded to either a mailed questionnaire or a telephone interview stated that vasectomies were performed there in 1980. The average cost was $273, with a range of $50-1,000. Facilities differed markedly in the use of anesthesia. Freestanding surgical centers reported the use of general anesthesia for 29% of the vasectomies. Other types of facilities were more likely to use local or regional anesthesia. Our data suggest areas for further research to improve the availability and safety of vasectomy.